West Side Story

Based on:  
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Book by: 
Arthur Laurents

Music by:
Leonard Bernstein

Lyrics by:
Stephen Sondheim

Directed & Choreographed by:
Jerome Robbins

Scene

The action takes place on the West Side of New York City during the last days of summer in the 1950’s

Characters:

The Jets


The Sharks


Adults

Riff, leader


Bernardo, leader

Doc, Drugstore owner

Tony, friend


Maria, his sister

Schrank, Plainclothes Cop

Ice, lieutenant


Anita, his girlfriend

Krupke, Uniformed Cop

Action



Chino, his friend

Glad Hand, Announcer at

A-Rab, explosive

Pepe, lieutenant


dance

Baby John


Indio



Snowboy


Rosalia

Diesel



Consuelo

Anybody’s, Tomboy


Graziella, Riff’s girlfriend

Velma

Story

This is the musical story of a native-born Polish boy (Tony) and a Puerto Rican girl (Maria) that has just arrived in America.  It is based on William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The story is set against the backdrop of clashing street gangs on the city’s west side.  The two meet and things look good for the young couple until Tony accidentally kills his sweetheart’s brother while trying to break up a rumble.  Violence erupts.  

Broadway/Movie

West Side Story opened at the Winter Garden Theatre on Sept. 26, 1957 and ran for 732 performances before going on tour.  The 1961 film version featured Richard Beymer, Natalie Wood, George Chakiris and Rita Moreno.

West Side Story – Viewing Guide

Directions:
Fill out the guide as you watch the film.  Answer with as complete an answer as possible.  

1.
Describe the Overture music themes and how they relate to the colors you see on 


the screen.  (You will see a different color for each different song.)

2.
Who is snapping fingers first in the very opening scene on the playground?

3.
How does Bernstein combine jazz dance and ballet in this opening scene?

4.
What does the snapping of fingers do for this whole scene?  How does it    


add to the scene?

5.
What two gangs are chasing each other in this first scene?

6.
How is the dance incorporated into the chase scene at the beginning between the two gangs?

7.
Who breaks up the fight finally?

8.
Who is the leader of the Sharks?

9.
Who is the leader of the Jets?

10.
Who is the shy, weak member of the Jets group?

11.
The first song that is sung is the Jet’s song called “When You’re a Jet”.  Describe the music, dance, lyrics and circumstances of this song.

12.
Who is Tony?

13.
The next song is called “Something’s Coming”.  What is Tony talking about in this song?

14.
What are Maria and Anita discussing in the next scene in the Bridal Shop?

15.
Describe the scene change from the Bridal Shop to the dance scene.  How did


they move from one scene to the next?

10.
How did the choreography (dance) fit the music in the big dance scene?

11.
When Tony meets Maria, the dance quickly and drastically changes from jazz to ballet, yet the two are combined.  What do you think of this combination?  How did it tie in with the mood of the scene?

12.
Where and when is the War Council to meet?  What is a War Council?

13.
The next song is “Maria”.  Who sings the song?

14.
How does this song fit into this scene and move the plot along?

15.
The next scene is on the roof of the apartment building with the Sharks and their girlfriends.  This scene is important in that it gives viewers the chance to see how the Puerto Rican men feel about America compared to the Puerto Rican women.


A.
What do the ladies feel about America?


B.
What do the men feel about America?

16.
During the Puerto Rican song “America”, how does the music and dance portray the culture of the Puerto Rico? 

17.
The alley scene between Tony and Maria is similar to what scene from Romeo and Juliet?

18.
What is the meaning of the song “Tonight” which is sung by Tony and Maria?  

19.
What is a juvenile deliquent?

20.
The next song is “Hey Officer Krupke”.  This song deals with the idea of juvenile delinquents.  What are the Jets saying about juvenile delinquents throughout this song?

21.
The next scene is Doc’s Drugstore.  What takes place here in this scene?

22.
What is a rumble?

23.
Where and when will the rumble take place?

24.
What are the conditions for the rumble?

25.
What tune do the Sharks whistle as they leave Doc’s Drugstore?

26.
Why do they whistle that particular tune at that particular time?

27.
The next scene is in the Bridal Shop.  Maria sings “I Feel Pretty”.  Explain Maria’s feelings in this song.

28.
Why does Maria want Tony to stop the rumble?

29.
During this scene Tony and Maria have their own marriage ceremony.  How does the song “One Hand, One Heart” fit this particular moment in this scene?

30.
In contrast, we move to the next scene – moving to the rumble.  Contrasted here is the peace between Maria and Tony with the song recap “Tonight” and then the Jets and Sharks and their version of a more fierce, fighting song of  “Tonight”.  How does this help us see the problem in the story yet to come?

31.
Describe the exact details of what happens at the rumble.

32.
Why did Tony do what he did in this scene?

33.
Why does Tony’s action further complicate the problem between Tony and Maria?

34.
Who tells Maria about what happened at the rumble?

35.
The next scene is in Maria’s bedroom.  Tony tells Maria what happened at the rumble and they sing the song “Somewhere”.  What is this song about?

36.
The next scene shows the Jets getting back together after the rumble.  They start to sing a song called “Cool Boy”.  What is this song about?  Why is it important for the Jets?

37.
Can you think of a famous music video which used the same dance formation (triangle) and a similar setting?  (Extra credit question)

38.
Who is after Tony with a gun?

39.
How does Anita react when she finds Tony and Maria together?


40.
How does Anita change?  What does she do for Maria?

41.
What happens to Anita at Doc’s Drugstore?

42.
What story does she tell Doc to tell Tony?  Why did she make up this story?

43.
Tony thinks Maria is dead.  What does he do?

44.
Describe what happens to Tony?

45.
What is Maria’s message to the Jets and Sharks?

46.
Who places the scarf on Maria’s head in the end?

47.
In conclusion, what is the message of this story?

