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“The sound’s the thing, right from the start.”  

 Carl Orff

1. Ear training must precede reading.   To expect a singer to simultaneously hear and read a rhythm or interval is unrealistic.  We first learn to talk, then learn to read icons for the words we already know.  

2. Both ear training and sight reading must be taught in a specific sequence in order to build on previous knowledge and skills.  Ear train the interval today that you want to read several weeks from today.   Isolate rhythm and melody initially.  

3. Consistency is the key indicator of sight reading success.  Suzuki teachers teach that it is better to eat small meals every day rather than one huge meal once a week.  A huge block of time just prior to festival is ineffective for long term music literacy.  

4. If our goal is for every student to become an independent musician, literacy cannot be handled in a haphazard manner.   It is our responsibility to know what each of our students knows and can perform.  A checklist of knowledge (vocabulary) and performance skills helps students know what they have achieved and what they need to continue to work on.

Sample:

WEEK 1
Ear training:  Sign and sing sol-mi, echo clap quarter note and quarter rest.



Sight reading:  Practice drawing line notes and space notes, quarter notes.

WEEK 2
Ear training:  Sign and sing sol-la-mi, clap 2-8th patterns with quarters



Sight reading:  Read, sign, sing and draw sol-mi patterns on lines, spaces.

WEEK 3
Ear training:  Combine s-m with s-l-m patterns to sing with repeated notes



Sight reading:  Read, sign, sing, draw s-l-s-m patterns using 8th and quarter

WEEK 4
Ear training: Sign and sing do in every combination of s-l-m, add triplet.



Sight reading:  Read, sign, sing, create patterns using s-l-s-m in rhythm.

WEEK 5
Ear training:  Sign and sing re in step patterns, add half note



Sight reading:  Read and draw s-m-d patterns on lines and spaces, triplet.

WEEK 6
Ear training:  Sign and sing high do from low do and sol, add dotted half



Sight reading:  Read and draw s-m-l-s-m-d patterns in rhythm.

WEEK 7 
Ear training:  Sign and sing arpeggio with high do, add whole note.



Sight reading:  Read and draw d-r-m step patterns with repeats, in rhythm

WEEK 8
Ear training:  Sign and sing pentatonic scale; clap duple, triple rhythms



Sight reading:  Read and draw high do from sol, counting a 4th
WEEK 9
Ear training:  Sign and sing pentatonic scale beginning on lines and spaces



Sight reading:  Read and draw 8ve d-d, clap rhythm patterns in 2 and 3.

SECOND TERM:  Add fa and ti, intervals of major scale, rests.

Sight reading sources:

Keys to Sight Reading Success, AMC   

Oxford Folk Song Sight Singing Series

The Sight Singer, Warner Bros (Audrey Snyder)

Successful Sight Singing of Nancy Telfer

