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Newsies

121 minutes

Viewing Guide

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, newspaper tycoons like Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hurst greatly relied on “newsboys,” also called “newsies,” to help sell their newspapers.  This was a form of child labor that was typical during the era of the Industrial Revolution.  The movie Newsies (Disney, 1992) is about a group of newsboys struggling to make a living in 1899.  When the price they have to pay for the newspaper is raised, they ban together and fight against the newspaper tycoons.  Watch Newsies and answer the following questions! Then watch “The Strike-The True Story” to learn about the true story that inspired the movie Newsies! (Each answer below is worth 4 points.)
1. How do the newsies make a living? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2. How did headlines (real or made up) help sell newspapers? ___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Where does Jack say his parents are? ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Jack dream of doing? ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Pulitzer decide to do to make more money? _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
6. How does this hurt the newsies? _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
7. What do the newsies decide to do to fight Pulitzer? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
8. What is a scab? ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
9. What crime did Jack commit? ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
10. Why do Jack and David try to convince the newsies not to “soak the scabs?” ______________
______________________________________________________________________________

11. What really happened to Jack’s parents? __________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

12. What does Pulitzer offer Jack after he is arrested? ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

13. How do the other boys react to Jack when he accepts Pulitzer’s offer? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14. How do the newsies get all the other children/sweatshop kids in the city to join in on their strike? _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

15. Which famous American does the Newsies Banner get the attention of? __________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Question (Worth 20 points)
Directions: Answer the following question in essay form (at least 4-6 complete sentences). 

CHOOSE TWO SONGS FROM THE LIST BELOW.   
1. "Carrying the Banner" 

2. "Santa Fe" 

3. "Lovey-Dovey Baby" 

4. "Fightin' Irish: Strike Action" 

5. "The World Will Know" 

6. "Escape from Snyder" 

7. "Seize the Day" 
8. "King of New York" 

9. "High Times, Hard Times" 

10. "Seize the Day (Chorale)" 

11. "Santa Fe (Reprise)" 

12. "Rooftop" 
13. "Once and for All" 

14. "The World Will Know (Reprise)
15. "Carrying the Banner (Finale)" 

CHOICE #1 ____________________________

Describe what is happening in the movie during this song.  How does the music help to convey a message?  What is the message? Use at least 4-6 complete sentences.

CHOICE #2 ____________________________

Describe what is happening in the movie during this song.  How does the music help to convey a message?  What is the message? Use at least 4-6 complete sentences.
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