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Chart 1.
Parallel Strategies for Music and Text 

1. Finding the Main Idea
In reading students: Find the critical facts and details in narrative (stories) or expository (informational) literature.
In music students: Identify themes, melody, or motifs through repeated rhythmic and melodic patterns, tonal centers, etc.
2. Sequencing
In reading students: Identify the beginning, middle, and the end of a story.
In music students: Determine the form through repetition of cadential patterns, melodic and rhythmic structure, phrase structure, and climatic points.
3. Summarizing
In reading students: Pull together information in a meaningful way through written or oral presentations.
In music students: Analyze compositional elements, discuss historical context, create an original piece in the style of a given composer or style period.
4. Making Predictions
In reading students: Reach conclusions and predict outcomes based on prior knowledge combined with new knowledge.
In music students: Explore the effects of key changes or changes of modality, meter, style, and tempo in existing music.
5. Using Imagery
In reading students: Use their imaginations to create pictures in mind about what they have read or studied and then communicate what they see.
In music students: Imagine elements of nature (birds soaring, a thunderstorm, etc.) to transform note playing into music making.
6. Writing
In reading students: Construct meaning through written expression. Write about a story or create a new story based on given story elements.
In music students: Compose and arrange music. Reflect evaluations of performances or write about music in journals.
7. Retelling
In reading students: Respond to stories by retelling, role-playing, drawing pictures, and storyboards.
In music students: Listen to and describe music performances. Move to music, sightread and re-read for precision, improvise an existing melody/rhythm (Hansen, 2000).

