
Making the Connection 


between


Music and Reading








Music and Fluency Strategies


Clapping/body percussion/playing instruments along with reading lyrics and notation


Reinforcing site vocabulary words in the lyrics


Requiring good articulation/correct diction/expressive musical emphasis





Music and Vocabulary Strategies


Reviewing the meaning of new words in lyrics


Reinforcing recognition of specific/important words in lyrics


Reinforcing use of varied vocabulary


Describing music using specific music vocabulary





Music and Comprehension Strategies


Anticipating/predicting music based on the title


Rehearsing and memorizing music


Performing expressively


Asking, not telling, students the main idea of a song or listening example


Reflecting on and evaluating performance, i.e. journaling/discussion








Before Reading Strategies


Establishing the purpose for reading (performing)


Surveying text (musical score)


Reviewing prior knowledge (style, notational patterns, terms, symbols)


Relating new information to old (new performance to those previously performed)


Relating new music to personal experiences


Discussing key music vocabulary and applicable concepts


Reviewing organizational patterns (melodic and rhythmic form)








During Reading Strategies


Activating prior knowledge (musical terms, performance practices)


Monitoring comprehension during reading (performing)


Using sensory imagery (visualizing and emoting while performing)


Questioning the content of a selection based on the title, composer’s name, style of music


Deciding what is important in the text (determining musical or lyrical emphasis)





After Reading Strategies


Providing time for reflection on what has been read (performed, produced)


Encouraging journal writing (listening logs)


Encouraging “think alouds” (analyzing the rehearsal process)


Asking questions


Engaging in peer coaching














