Florida Vocal Association’s

MUSIC PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT CONCERT

WHEN:
Friday, April 4
WHERE:
Edgewater High School

PARENTS AND STUDENTS:

Please thoroughly review the following information together.

WHAT?

Every year, the Florida Vocal Association (FVA), sponsors a Music performance assessment (MPA) for both middle and high school choirs. Every school in Orange County participates in this event, with the middle school festival lasting for two entire days! Each participating choir performs two pieces on stage in the auditorium, and sight-reads a piece of never before seen music in the assigned sight-reading room. A total of 4 judges will listen to each choir and evaluate them in several different categories. The judging panel is made up of highly respected choral directors from all over the state, including middle school, high school, and college and university choral directors.  This is not a competition.  There is not a “first place” given.  Students are evaluated and assessed against a set standard, to monitor progress, and encourage growth.   Our objectives in participating in this festival are two-fold:

1. Prepare and successfully perform two pieces of music, contrasting in period and style, and successfully complete the sight-reading exercise.

2. Listen to other choirs from all over the county.

All MWMS choral students have been working hard, both in school and out of school, preparing for this event, and in the process, continue to improve on and excel in their musicianship.

WHEN?

Each chorus has a different time slot for performance and related activities.  Each chorus is required to watch the other choirs performing in their time block.  I will inform students of which other schools will be performing in their time block as the performance nears.

All students will leave MWMS together at 2:30, and will return to MWMS for pick-up at 9:30.  If an extenuating circumstance exists and for some reason you need to pick up your child at Edgewater High School (EHS), instead of having them return with us on the bus, please indicate that on the permission slip.

If you are not chaperoning but would like to see your child perform, you are welcome to come to EHS and watch the performance.  There is no cost.

	GRADE
	DAY
	MEET/PICK-UP TIMES
	WARM-UP
	PERFORMANCE
	SIGHT-READING

	6
	Friday
	2:30/9:30
	4:15
	4:30
	4:45

	7
	Friday
	2:30/9:30
	5:15
	5:30
	5:45

	8
	Friday
	2:30/9:30
	7:30
	7:45
	8:00

	
	
	
	
	
	


WHERE?

As mentioned, the event will take place at Edgewater High School, BUT students will depart from, and return to MWMS for pick-up.

WHO?

 All 6th, 7th and 8th grade chorus students will attend and participate in this event, unless I have told them that they will not attend because of previous poor behavior choices, or if they just transferred to MWMS in the last week or so. This is a required performance, as outlined in the chorus contract signed by all students and parents the first week of school.

TRANSPORTATION

Students will travel to and from Edgewater HS by charter busses arranged through Transit Masters travel. These very nice coaches will provide us with the space, comfort, air conditioning, and room that we need for 175 students and chaperones.  

ATTIRE

All chorus students must wear their formal uniforms to MPA.  STUDENTS WILL WEAR THEIR UNIFORM TO SCHOOL.  STUDENTS WILL NOT CHANGE CLOTHES AT SCHOOL.  While vests, bowties and cummerbunds may be added at the end of the day, students will arrive at MWMS in their black dress pants, dress shirts, and dress shoes, and will remain completely in their uniform until we arrive back at MWMS afterwards. Once we depart for the event, and are “working”, STUDENTS WILL NOT REMOVE BOW TIES, CUMBERBUNDS, OR UNTUCK SHIRTS UNTIL WE ARE ON THE WAY HOME. We will maintain a professional appearance for the entire event.

CHAPERONES

We need a total of 18 chaperones, broken down into the following categories:

· 8 sixth grade parents (for 75 students)

· 5 seventh grade parents (for 50 students)

· 5 eighth grade parents (for 50 students)

Although the chaperones will act as a team, each chaperone will have a group of about 10 students that they will remain with for the entire day. 

Parents, please indicate at the bottom of the attached permission slip whether or not you can chaperone.

DINNER

Various snacks and dinner items will be available for purchase at this event at EHS. Students will be given the opportunity to purchase something to eat and drink between performance blocks at around 6:15.  All students should bring a small amount of money.  $5.00 would be plenty of money for a snack or a meal, large or small.

COST

Cost for each student is $7.00.  Chaperones are not required to pay the fee. This contributes to, but does not cover completely the cost of registration fees, and transportation, both of which are costly, especially for such a large group. Please submit the fee, by check to MWMS, or cash by Thursday, March 13.

PARENTS ONLY: should this fee present a financial hardship to any family, please call me at school and we can solve it.

I am so looking forward to this event. It comes after countless hours of hard work by all students, as well as support, help, and encouragement from the families and teachers of MWMS students. It truly is a testimony to the line in our school theme song…”teachers, families, friends and community work as one…. Meadow Woods, a place to be, belong and to become.” 

