CHORUS MPA

CHAPERONE PACKET

March 4, 2005

Dear Chaperone,


Thank you for volunteering to chaperone our important chorus event on Friday, March 11, 2005.  Enclosed you will find detailed information about MPA.  Please take the time to read over the information before the field trip and contact me if you should have any questions.  Please bring this packet with you on the field trip. Check into the office, get a name tag, and meet in the chorus room at 10:30am.  You may come to the chorus room as early as 9:35am and watch the 6th Grade Girls Chorus rehearse one last time. Once again, thank you for your continued support.  See you soon!

Sincerely,

Mr. Jussi Doherty
Choral Director

574-5257 x2103

JussiTD@leeschools.net

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS

**No gum, candy, food, drink, etc. is allowed on the bus or in the auditorium**

Students are not only representing the choral department, but also Diplomat Middle School.  They are expected to behave in a polite, responsible and mature manner at all times.  Behavioral guidelines have been thoroughly communicated to the students, as well as the consequences of their violations.

UNIFORMS – Students should remain in their uniform at all times during the field trip unless they have been told to change.  They are representing DMS, and I expect them to wear their chorus uniform with pride. Students should have on no visible jewelry except STUD earrings.  Dangly or hoopy earrings may not be worn. If a student is wearing additional jewelry, please ask them to remove it immediately.

BUS – While students are on the bus, they are expected to stay seated and talk with their friends. Below is a list of behaviors that are NOT appropriate while on the bus:

-Communicating with people outside the bus (verbal or non-verbal)

-Singing or shouting—students must save their voices for their performance.

AUDITORIUM – While students are in the auditorium, they must be sitting in CONCERT ORDER and “actively” listening to the groups on stage.  Below is a list of behaviors that are not appropriate while in the auditorium:

-Slouching, or sleeping in chairs

-Talking, whispering, or communicating in any way during a group’s performance

-Kicking the backs of chairs or playing with another student (i.e. braiding hair)

-Whooping or screaming after a group’s performance

-Writing notes, reading or doing anything besides listening

*Students should remain with the group at all times.  They are NOT to sit with other schools in the auditorium or during lunch time.

*After a group leaves the stage, the judges are still judging.  Students *need to remain quiet* and may not talk.  They are NOT to use the restroom during the performances unless it is an extreme emergency.  Even in this case, they should do so in between groups.

*Students should not socialize with high school students at any time, unless communicating with a student escort from the host school’s chorus department.

*Any student who argues with a chaperone or ignores a chaperone’s instructions should be brought to Mr. Doherty ASAP. 

*Students are to represent their school with pride and carry themselves with dignity at all times.  This should be reflected in their conversations or comments to each other as well. Negative comments or conversations about other students, schools, or adults are not permitted at any time.
*Chaperones should not hesitate to verbally reprimand students for misbehaving! I need your help to make this field trip a success. 

TIMETABLE for MPA 
Friday, March 11, 2005
This timetable is subject to delays and changes as needed.

	TIME
	7-8th GRADE GIRLS
	6th GRADE GIRLS

	9:35
	In regular 1st period at DMS
	In regular 1st period at DMS (chorus)

	10:30
	Chaperones sign into the office and then come to chorus room. 

	11:15
	All girls chorus students report to cafeteria for an early lunch.

	11:45
	All girls chorus should begin changing into uniform by this time IN THE CHORUS ROOM. Students who have finished changing should use restroom and get on the bus with all their stuff if buses have arrived. Students must be supervised at all times: on bus, in chorus room, and in lunchroom.

	12:00
	Take attendance and DEPART Diplomat Middle School (approximately 1 hour 15 minute ride). If bus has TV, show video provided

	1:15
	ARRIVE at North Port High School. *Extra time allowed in case of traffic*

	1:20
	Students use restrooms in small groups with chaperone supervision while Mr. Doherty checks DMS in at the “FVA office”

	1:40
	Both choirs line up in CONCERT ORDER

	1:45
	All chorus students sit down in auditorium in CONCERT ORDER

	2:00
	Sit in auditorium to watch others perform. Enter and exit ONLY when another group is not on stage with chaperone’s permission.
LIMIT BATHROOM USE – CHAPERONE MUST ACCOMPANY STUDENTS TO RESTROOM
	Warm-up backstage (When we are called)

	2:15
	
	Concert

	2:30
	
	Sight-Reading backstage

	2:45
	
	Group photos taken

	3:00
	
	Sit in auditorium to watch others perform. Enter and exit ONLY when another group is not on stage with chaperone’s permission.
LIMIT BATHROOM USE – CHAPERONE MUST ACCOMPANY STUDENTS TO RESTROOM

	3:15
	
	

	3:30
	Warm-up backstage (When we are called)
	

	3:45
	Concert
	

	4:00
	Sight-Reading backstage
	

	4:15
	Group photos taken
	

	4:30
	Students board buses ASAP and girls in choir dresses begin changing into change of clothes ON THE BUS. Female chaperones should continue supervision during this time. Any male chaperones should wait outside the bus.
Meanwhile, Mr. Doherty goes to the “FVA office” to check DMS out and pick up ratings sheets if they are ready.

	4:45
	DEPART North Port High School

	5:00
	ARRIVE at Port Charlotte Town Center

	5:05
	ENTER mall, stay with chaperones, and eat in food court. There is absolutely NO SHOPPING for anyone, including chaperones. Chaperones should position themselves so that all exits from food court can be observed.

	5:50
	MEET at pre-arranged location and then board buses.

	6:00
	Take attendance and DEPART mall

	7:15
	ARRIVE Diplomat Middle School


Chaperones – Please sit spaced between approximately every 10 students when in the auditorium. Chaperones will stay in the auditorium as each chorus goes backstage to warm-up and perform.
