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Dear Diplomat Chorus Parent,

Your child has elected to participate in the Diplomat chorus program this year. Thank you for your encouragement in this decision. Statistics indicate that if your child participates in music, he or she is likely to earn higher grades and score better on standardized tests. Now there is powerful scientific evidence of a cause and effect link between music instruction and intelligence.

Within this packet is information that explains to you and your child his/her responsibilities and opportunities as a Diplomat Choir Member. Please read over this material so that some of them require time and effort on your part. Please mark the concert dates on your calendar so that your child will not have any conflicts with these events. Choir is a performing art. Therefore, performances and extra rehearsals do receive a grade. A note or a call from you is required in the event of an emergency, and notification to me of any possible conflicts as early as possible will help to avoid potential problems.

At various times during the year, I will need assistance with activities. If you are interested, please note your availability on the handbook form. I will then contact you about specific events. Your willingness is the key to maintaining an outstanding chorus program, and I appreciate your help.

My goal is to provide your child with the best choral music education possible. If you have any concerns or questions about your child or the chorus program, please contact me at 574-5257 or by email at JussiTD@lee.k12.fl.us. Please note that the DMS Music Department now has its own web site at www.dmsmusic.net which will be updated at regular intervals. Finally, if you provide your email address on the form in this packet, I will send you concert announcements and other important chorus information throughout the school year.
Please sign the handbook contract on the last page informing us of your commitment to your child’s participation in the Diplomat Middle School Choir. Your child will begin the year by receiving a quiz grade of 100% for returning the signed form by Monday, August 29th.
Sincerely,

Mr. Doherty
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DMS Choral Director



DMS Chorus Calendar 2005-2006
October 1, 2006
All State Chorus Musicianship Test & Sight Reading


Barron Collier High School


Select Students Only


8:30 AM check-in

October 20, 2005
Chorus Fall Concert


North Ft. Myers High School


7:00 PM (Students arrive at 6:15)

November 12, 2005
All State Chorus Vocal Audition


North Port High School


Select Students Only


8:30 AM check-in

November 21 & 22, 2005
Music Department Picture Day (N. American)

Band Room


During Classes

December 12, 2005
Chorus Winter Concert


North Ft. Myers High School


7:00 PM (Students arrive at 6:15)

February 17-18, 2006
Florida Vocal Association District 11


Solo & Ensemble Music Performance Assessment


North Ft. Myers Academy for the Arts


Select Students Only


Assigned Times

February ____, 2006
Pre-Choral MPA Concert 


North Ft. Myers High School


7:00 PM (Students arrive at 6:15)

March 9-11, 2006
Florida Vocal Association District 11


Choral Music Performance Assessment


North Ft. Myers High School


TIMES:
Thursday & Friday, 3:00 to 9:00 PM



Saturday 8:30 to 4:00 PM

May 11, 2006
Chorus Spring Concert


North Ft. Myers High School


7:00 PM (Students arrive at 6:15)



Course Description:
Chorus is open to all students at Diplomat Middle School. Students will focus on healthy vocal technique, fundamentals of music theory, history, sight-singing, and the rehearsal of music. Most importantly, students will develop self-discipline and learn to work cooperatively. The most successful chorus students strive for "excellence" both as individuals and as an ensemble.

The choirs include:

· 6-8th grade boys chorus

· 6th grade girls chorus 

· 7-8th grade girls chorus (2 periods)
· 7-8th grade advanced girls chorus

Chorus Supplies & Materials
Students must bring to chorus:

1. Approximately 50 sheets of loose-leaf wide-rule paper.

2. A pencil to keep inside the folder.

Students will be provided with:

· A duo-tang twin-pocket folder (prongs in the middle) which will remain in the chorus room.
Students will be held responsible for materials assigned to them, including sheet music and their chorus folder. Sheet music is the most expensive part of the chorus curriculum. Students who damage or destroy a copy of music will be charged $5 to replace it.

Everyone is expected to handle classroom materials and equipment with care. Students who fail to do so may lose the privilege of using these items.

Field Trips:

Field trips are one of the most exciting parts of being in chorus. Remember that field trips are a privelege. Students who do not meet chorus and/or school guidelines may lose that privilege.

Chorus Uniforms
All chorus students will be required to wear the designated chorus uniform to concerts and other performances as directed. Students in boys chorus and the 7-8th grade girls choruses will be expected to pay a cleaning fee and sign a contract prior to taking home their school-owned chorus uniform which they will turn in at the end of the school year. Uniform pieces marked with a * will be provided by the school, and the others will be provided at the expense of the student. 6th grade girls chorus All uniform items must meet DMS and Lee County dress code. A brief summary of the uniforms is below.
6th grade girls chorus:

All items are at student expense
black dress pants
OR a long black skirt
black dress shoes

black dress socks, tights, or panty hose
white blouse
6-8th grade boys chorus:
*black zipper tie*

*black vest*

*white laydown collar tux shirt*
black dress pants

black dress shoes

black dress socks


7-8th grade girls chorus:

*black chorus dress*

black dress shoes

black tights or panty hose

Required Performances:
Chorus is a performing arts program; therefore, students are expected to attend *ALL* performances. Concerts are a key component in every student’s grade. Parents and students should take the time to mark them down in their calendars!!!

School and Community

The choral department will present four school concerts this year. These will be evening performances held in North Fort Myers High School’s auditorium. In addition, one or more of the choruses may perform in and around the community.

MPA - Music Performance Assessment

At this event, choirs are judged in the areas of performance and sight-reading. This is a great opportunity for the students to get positive feedback from other professional choral directors and to listen to other fine groups. The Florida Vocal Association sponsors this event each year.

Absences from concerts / performances:
Concerts are an integral part of any chorus program. There is no way to make up the experience if a concert is missed. Students are expected to attend *ALL* performances. All concert dates are provided early in the year so that families can avoid scheduling any conflicting appointments or trips around those dates.

Excused absences: Illness; death in the family; other emergency situations; pre-arranged absences (i.e. religious reasons) where parent note is received at least two weeks prior to the concert. *In order to receive a passing grade for the concert, a student will be required to complete a makeup assignment. Please see below for “How to earn missed points from a concert.” 

Unexcused absences: Students who have an unexcused absence from a concert will be awarded no points and will not be given an opportunity to make up the work.


How to earn missed points from a concert:
A student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian to the chorus director within TWO days of his/her return to class. If a note is not received in time, the absence will be considered unexcused and earn no points.

There is no way to make up the experience of a chorus concert if missed. To make up the points, however, students who bring in a parent note will be assigned a makeup assignment of the director’s choosing. Upon completion of this assignment, the student will receive points based on the quality of their work. Please note that both the assignment and a signed excuse note must be received in order for ANY points to be awarded.

Behavior Expectations:
Students are expected to exhibit self-discipline and a sense of pride as a member of the chorus department. Each member represents the choral program, as well as Diplomat Middle School and should behave accordingly-- in school and out. Students are expected to be respectful to students, teachers, parents, and/or any adult who may be placed in charge. 

Any student who exhibits excessive or severe misbehavior, whether during class, at a performance, or while at an off-campus chorus-sponsored activity, may be disciplined in one or more of the following ways:

· Removal from activity

· Removal from room

· Cat card signature

· Parent phone call

· Private counsel 

· Discipline referral

· Parent conference

· Suspension from chorus events


Hall Passes:
It is my responsibility to use the entire class period for instruction.  Writing passes disrupts activities; therefore students are expected to use the restroom, schedule guidance appointments, etc. between classes.

Grading Policy:
In order for chorus students to achieve the highest grades possible, it is important for both students and parents to be aware of the chorus grading policy. As a performance-based class, a significant percentage of points are awarded for participation in performances. Students must be responsible about informing their parents and attendance at concerts because of the big impact these events have on their grade. Read on to understand how points are earned in each category.

25% Concert Attendance

In order to receive full credit for concerts, each student must: 

1. Attend all scheduled performances!

2. Arrive FORTY-FIVE MINUTES before scheduled performance time.

3. Wear the appropriate uniform.
4. Follow the code of conduct.

5. Use proper concert etiquette when watching others perform.

25% Class work

This category includes sight-reading, part-singing, music literacy, music appreciation, music analysis, composition, and more. Students are responsible for keeping their chorus folder up to date by checking with other students and with the director about missed work. Students are expected to leave their folders in the chorus room all year.

50% Daily Participation

A student will receive an “A” for participation if they:

· Always arrive on time.

· Participate constantly.

· Listen constantly.

· Always have required materials.

· Always use singing posture when appropriate.

Every chorus student fills out a daily participation rubric. Students are instructed to grade themselves honestly. The director will review each student’s self-assessment and mark changes as necessary.


Extracurricular Activities:
Participation in the activities listed here is not required, but is greatly encouraged. Before school study sessions and/or rehearsals are required in most cases. Students must meet academic requirements and are responsible for transportation and expenses associated with these events including sheet music, accompanist tapes, accompanist fees, travel and lodging.
All State Chorus:

All State Chorus is an audition-only chorus that practices and performs in Tampa over three days in January. In order to participate, students must pass two challenging auditions. It is recommended only for students with solid musicianship skills. A parent chaperone is expected to accompany every student participant to Tampa.
Solo & Ensemble:
This event is for students interested in being adjudicated as a soloist or as part of a small ensemble. Students must choose music from an approved list with their director. A piano performance category is also available.

All County Chorus:
This honors choir is made up of students selected to represent the best of each middle school in the county.

Fundraising:
All students are encouraged to participate in the chorus fundraiser because all fundraiser money benefits chorus students. Students are not required to participate, but those who do may be rewarded. The funds we raise are used to pay for things such as music, bus transportation, uniforms, accompanists, awards, hospitality, MPA fees, clinician fees, and more… In particular, our fundraisers are used to pay for our inventory of chorus uniforms which we then loan out to the chorus students for a much smaller cleaning fee.
Information regarding fundraisers will be sent home as soon as it is available. The chorus will hold both a fall and a spring fundraiser.
Diplomat Middle School Chorus Department

PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK CONFIRMATION FORM
2005-2006

To be signed by parent and student!

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY
This signed and dated form will be kept on file in the student's file in the chorus office. The intent of this form is to verify that chorus parents and students understand and agree with what is involved with membership in the Diplomat Middle School Chorus Program.
· "I have read the DIPLOMAT MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS HANDBOOK including the grading policy with my child and we understand our responsibilities in developing a successful chorus program and in earning a positive grade in this class."
· “I understand that my child will be expected to perform in uniform and will pay a $10 cleaning fee if their choir wears a school owned garment.” (A uniform contract will be sent home later)
· “I have taken the time to mark down the chorus concert dates. I understand that if there are any conflicts I must provide Mr. Doherty with a note at least 2 weeks in advance.”

· “I give permission for my child’s name and photo to appear on www.dmsmusic.net.”
Thank you for joining the Diplomat Middle School Chorus Program!
__________________________________________
_____________
_____________
Student Name (Please Print)
Grade
Chorus Period
Tee Shirt Size
______________________
___________________
a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult
Team Name (if applicable)
Student Home Phone

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 XS  FORMCHECKBOX 
 S  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Med  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Large  FORMCHECKBOX 
 XL
	Parent A:
	Parent B (if applicable)

	Name: ___________________________________________
Work Ph: _________________________________________
Home Ph: ________________________________________
Cell Ph: __________________________________________
Email for chorus messages: __________________________
I may be available to chaperone field trips or volunteer at these times: (check all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Daytime  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evenings  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Weekends  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anytime


	Name: ___________________________________________
Work Ph: _________________________________________
Home Ph: ________________________________________
Cell Ph: __________________________________________
Email for chorus messages: __________________________
I may be available to chaperone field trips or volunteer at these times: (check all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Daytime  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evenings  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Weekends  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anytime





X____________________________________
____________________
Parent Signature
Date
X____________________________________
____________________

Student Signature
Date

1039 NE 16th Ter�Cape Coral, FL 33909





574-5257 (Phone)


574-4222 x2103 (Parentlink)





JussiTD@lee.k12.fl.us


www.dmsmusic.net





Diplomat Middle School Chorus Handbook


2005-2006




















This is worth a 100% quiz grade! 





***Please Note***


We may have more performances than what is listed. I request at least two weeks notice so that I can inform the students and parents of any additional performances that might be added.  Please check the music department web site frequently for updates at www.dmsmusic.net








Due


Monday, August 29th





Unexcused absence from concert�= ZERO POINTS

















NO FOOD, Gum, candy, OR beverages are allowed in ANY classroom at Diplomat Middle School WITHOUT EXPLICIT TEACHER PERMISSION.


Doing so will result in disciplinary action.





Attendance:


	10	Consistently on time


	8	One tardy


	6	Two tardies


	4	More than two tardies


	2	Late to class more than once a week





Participation:


	10	I participate consistently


	8	I often participate


	6	I participate sometimes


	4	I rarely participate


	2	I never participate (or almost never)





Listening to teacher or other speakers:


	10	I listen consistently


	8	I often listen


	6	I listen sometimes


	4	I rarely listen


	2	I never listen (or almost never)








Required materials (chorus folder & pencil):


	10	I consistently have my required materials


	8	I often have my required materials


	6	I sometimes have my required materials


	4	I rarely have my required materials


	2	I never/almost never have materials





Singing posture:


	10	I consistently use tall singing posture


	8	I often use tall singing posture


	6	I sometimes use tall singing posture


	4	I rarely use tall singing posture


	2	I never/almost never use tall singing posture





Gum / Food / Drink – BONUS or PENALTY


	+3	I have NOT had gum, candy, food, or drink in 	


		class since the last report card / interim report


	-3	I HAVE had gum, candy, food, or drink in class 


		since the last report card / interim report
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